
2022 High School Summer Reading
All students entering grades 9-12 will 

▸ select at least one book to read that focuses on the thematic 
topic of Fantastic Journeys

▸ complete note-taking assignment 
▸ participate in group discussions in ELA classes in September
▸ students in Honors/AP will read an additional assigned text



Book Choices

Clap When You Land  by Elizabeth Acevedo

In a novel-in-verse that brims with grief and love, Elizabeth Acevedo writes 
about the devastation of loss, the difficulty of forgiveness, and the 
bittersweet bonds that shape our lives. Camino Rios lives for the summers 
when her father visits her in the Dominican Republic. When Camino arrives 
at the airport to pick him up, she sees crowds of crying people. Meanwhile, 
in New York City, Yahaira Rios is called to the principal’s office, where her 
mother is waiting to tell her that her father has died in a plane crash. 
Separated by distance—and Papi’s secrets—the two girls must face a 
reality in which their lives are forever altered. This text includes adult 
language, as well as mature topics regarding sexual assault.



Book Choices

Dragon Hoops by Gene Luen Yang

Author Gene Luen Yang understands stories—comic book stories, in 
particular. Big action. Bigger thrills. And the hero always wins. But Gene 
doesn’t get sports. But, at the high school where he now teaches, all anyone 
can talk about is basketball. The men’s varsity team, the Dragons, is having a 
phenomenal season that’s been decades in the making. Each victory brings 
them closer to their ultimate goal: the California State Championships. Once 
Gene gets to know these young all-stars, he realizes that their story is just as 
thrilling as anything he’s seen on a comic book page. What he doesn’t know 
yet is that this season is not only going to change the Dragons’s lives, but his 
own life as well.



Book Choices

The House in the Cerulean Sea by TJ Klune

Buttoned-up and by-the-book Linus Baker, a caseworker in the Department in 
Charge of Magical Youth, is sent to investigate a classified orphanage on a 
strange island by Extremely Upper Management. There, he meets Arthur 
Parnassus, the master of the orphanage who would do anything to keep the 
children safe, even if it means the world will burn. The House in the Cerulean 
Sea is an enchanting love story, masterfully told, about the profound 
experience of discovering an unlikely family in an unexpected place—and 
realizing that family is yours.



Book Choices

Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline

Between 1854 and 1929, so-called orphan trains ran regularly from East 
Coast cities to the Midwest, carrying abandoned children whose fates would 
be determined by chance. As a young Irish immigrant, Vivian Daly was one 
such child, sent to an uncertain future a world away. Returning east later in 
life, Vivian leads a quiet existence, the memories of her past packed away in 
her attic. When teenager Molly Ayer is assigned to help Vivian, now an elderly 
widow, sort through her possessions for community service, she realizes that 
she and Vivian are not as different as they appear. A Penobscot Indian who 
has spent her youth in foster care, Molly is also being raised by strangers, 
and she, too, has questions about the past. This book includes adult language 
and addresses mature topics. 



Book Choices

Patron Saints of Nothing by Randy Ribay

Jay Reguero plans to spend the last semester of his senior year playing video 
games before heading to college in the fall. But when he discovers that his 
Filipino cousin, Jun, was murdered as part of President Duterte’s war on 
drugs, and no one in the family wants to talk about what happened, Jay 
travels to the Philippines to find out the real story. Hoping to uncover more 
about Jun and the events that led to his death, Jay is forced to reckon with the 
many sides of his cousin before he can face the whole truth — and the part 
he played in it. As gripping as it is lyrical, Patron Saints of Nothing is a 
page-turning portrayal of the struggle to reconcile faith, family, and immigrant 
identity. This text includes adult language and addresses societal issues of 
violence, drug use and human trafficking.



Requirements for Honors & AP

9th Grade Honors

The Book Thief  
by Markus Zusak

10th Grade Honors

Fahrenheit 451
by Ray Bradbury

11th Grade AP

The Grapes of Wrath
by John Steinbeck

12th Grade AP

Gulliver’s Travels
by Jonathan Swift



Selecting the Right Book

Review the choices and select the book that is right for you to read and discuss with family and friends. 

Teacher Book Talks

High school teachers share their 
insight and thoughts about each 
of the summer reading choice 
books.

Book Guide for Readers

This document includes brief 
synopsis, age recommendations 
and professional reviews of each 
summer reading choice book.

Teachingbooks.net

This site offers supporting 
resources for each book, author 
interviews and more.

Username: chclc        Password: books

https://sites.google.com/chclc.org/cherry-hill-summer-reading/high-school/teacher-book-talks
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11YJ2AAY10mrVUjyK-xWy6ukQFc6f9tsAzl_vk5Qz64E/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.teachingbooks.net/qlujicc


How Do I Get a Copy?

Digital copies are available on Sora. 

▸

Books are also available at these locations:

Cherry Hill Public Library      (856) 667-0300
www.chplnj.org

Inkwood Books, Haddonfield      (856)429-1298
https://shop.inkwoodnj.com/

Barnes & Noble      (856)486-1492
www.barnesandnoble.com 

▸ Go to soraapp.com (or download the 
app on your phone).

▸ Select Cherry Hill Township Schools.
▸ Sign in using your @chclc.org 

username and password. 
▸ Use the Explore tab on the bottom to 

search for the title.

http://www.chplnj.org
https://shop.inkwoodnj.com/
http://www.barnesandnoble.com


Summer Reading Assignment

▸ Notes must cover the entire length of the text. 

▸ Notes must include textual evidence (include 
page number) and your thoughts and analysis.

▸ Notes may be typed or handwritten. You must 
have a hard copy to use in class by the second 
day of school. 

Points 4 2 0

Content Notes are 
thorough and 
reflective, and 
appear to cover 
the full length of 
the text. 

Notes are 
somewhat 
thorough and 
reflective, and 
appear to cover 
some of the text.

Notes are 
incomplete or 
were not 
submitted.

You may choose how you format your notes, but your notes must fulfill the following requirements:

Scoring Rubric



Guiding Questions

Thematic Topic: Fantastic Journeys

Guiding Questions
▸ How can a journey transform an individual?
▸ How do character strengths and weaknesses determine one’s journey?
▸ What is the relationship between one’s internal and external journeys?
▸ What are the implications of the truth in a personal journey?
▸ How do obstacles delay or alter one’s journey? 
▸ What is the true purpose of the human journey?



Two-Column Notes

▸ Using a two-column format, engage in a written 
dialogue with the text as you read. 

▸ In the left-hand column, write the important text. 

▸ In the right-hand column, respond to the text. This 
is where you can include reflections, analysis and 
explanations of how the text connects to the 
thematic questions. 



In-Text Annotations

▸ Record your notes directly in the book or on post-it notes, reflecting how the text connects to the guiding 
questions. You will need to bring the book with notes in September.



Outline

▸ Create a structured outline focused 
on the theme and supported with 
textual evidence. 

▸ You can choose how to organize your 
outline. It may be helpful to organize 
it based on the plot or by guiding 
questions.



Mind Mapping / Sketchnotes

▸ Create a visual representation of text, characters, and  plot episodes that connect to the guiding questions. 
▸ Use lines, arrows, bubbles and/or sketches to link notes back to the questions. 


